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The U.5. Army Corps of Engmeers
appears to have taken‘an. intexest in
releasing water ovebl.lhby Dam’s
spillway to boost ﬂows ‘in the Koote-
nai River, an idea thatis ahmdy
drawing stiff opposition. ' i -

In a recent letter thfhe onts
Department of Envikohinentat Qua.h-
ty, the Corps raised the‘idez of adding
to peak flows from Libby Dam by.
releasing 5,000 cubic tbet per second
over the Spﬂ]way in’ sprmg 2004, Fol-

. lowing the guidelines:of a 2000 hiologi- .

i

|

cal opinion from the1).S. Fish and
wildlife Service, the’ Corps proposes
spilling an addltzonal 5,000 clsby
spring 2007.

Montana officials say the spills
would create dissolved gases in the
river that would exceed state water

Y I N

. require approval from the state

* none of those measures could be
" implemented by next spring.

quality standards and threaten trout
populations just below the dam. While
the letter does not expressly reguest
it, exceeding state standards would

Department of Environmental Quali-

ty. .

“That’s the direction they are
going,” said Lincoln County Comunis-
sioner Rita Windom. “We are going to |
lobby very heavily for DEQ to deny
that. it’s. harmful to resident fish. it
has an impact on our water quality, it
has an impact on our base of recre-
ation on the river, and it opens the
door to larger, more prolonged releas-
es in the future.”

The Corps letter says that measures j
have been considersd to lessen the
impacts of increasing releages, includ-
ing the possible installation of an |
additional turbine at Libby Dam. But y

I

{ approval will be necessary, he séld

Evan Lems ﬁshenes blologist with

? the Seattle District Office. of the

Corps, said the intent is to comply

. with the blolngxcal opmlon Montana
does not have a formal waiver process
to exceed water quallty standards, as
other states do, but the stateé’s

“We're looking for.some way to- "
reach an agreemeit with the state,

something that they can be comfort- o
. able with,” Lewis said..

Fish and Wildlife. Servxce oﬂ'icmls
contend higher flows will behefit the
sturgeon population; protected asa
threatened spécies, by soourmg out’

{ river-bottom- cobble'in ardrea where
sturgeon are known to spawn down-
stream near Bonners Ferry, Jdaho..

But Montana officials.afe certain .

the proposed spills will harm trout
and they are not convinced the
elevated spring flows will be enough-

. 1 to flush out sediments in the lower

E predlcted that hlgl'rﬁows wﬁ] b€

‘about wild-sturgeon reproﬂuctmn;:\ma
_the Kootenai River, which-reached:y;
- peak flows of 62,000 to"70000 ¢f<’ prior

Brlan Marotz spemal ﬁsherlés—pro
jects manager. for Montana’ Fish.,
Wildlife and Parks, said he. bdlev&S
" that much higher flows wﬂl be nét;es
sary to ‘clean out- thelriver; anid he"

Marotz saldrhe shares

to construction of Libby Dam. )2

'Now peak flows aré rohgh.lf :
that voluine, biit the problem with:. -
reproduction cannot be'tied eirclu .
sively to peak-flows; Marotz gaid. ... .

- “We know adiilts. are-Spawning, - *
even at lower ﬂows, as ev:denoed by
eggs,” he sald .

See DAM on #ag% A7
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leby Dam splll proposal all wet, critics say
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'I‘he problem apnears to lie )
'in the period after’ adult stur- .
‘geon spawr ~~ a time that”
‘begins after peak flows, he’ -
'sajd. And that partially, points
'to the issue of whére fish are
mpavmmg rather, than how;. ..
much water is in the river.

« If the government cannot-
.pump enough water through.”
'the river chalmel to flush out
'sednnents he said, then it
ineeds to oonslder other meth
lods to improve sturgeon répro-
iduction. Suggested measures °
'lnclude modlfymg the river:

:
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.channel to increase velociﬁes -
At Jower flows, or netting acdwt .
‘satmon and h'ansporting them :

lups

| Butas far ag dam operations..

'dre concerned, Marotz fayars

multipecies o
AnVolving Tigh 5
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'reductlon in releases through -
the summer fnto September:
" “In most years, there's not
enough water to have a big-
peak and Have a gradual .
declining fiow after the peak,”
he said.

- John Hines, one of Mon-

,that water can be provided,.
.given that the federal govern-

“Water A
the dam, t‘o]lowed Pya gmdual

tana’s members on the North-
west Power and Conservation
-Council, said he too is con-
cerned about the spills.

- ““The benefit appears to be
speculative at best, while our
Fish, Wildlife and Parks agen-

¢y is real convinced of the
- harm of an extended exposure

of fish to dissolved gas levels,”
he said.

" Hines is al§o concerned
about how spilling water will
effect water management
‘strategies. backed by Montana

-and récently endorsed by the
’];ower and conservation coun-
B Ci] a

l-Iines ‘questions whether

ment also calls on Libby Dam
to provide late-summet releas-
‘boost flows in the lower .
Jolutithia River ,sysi‘e!:npgpr,‘ ‘
' ‘offly 50 much watet
‘ina system and if you spill
that water early on, it appears
you have less water available
for summner flow augmenta-
tion,” he said, ’
Hines said Montana DEG

- officials have assured him that

if a waiver to water quatity
standards were to be consid-

ered, the department would
hold public hearings.

The push and pull over more
water for sturgeon has worked
its way into the.legal system.

"The Center for Biological

Diversity has sued the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, call-
ing for increased flows from
Libby Dam.

In early sumimer.2002,
unpredicted runoff led to an
unscheduled spill at Libby
Dam that ¢caused gas-bubble
trauma in fish below the dam.

“We didn't have a massive
die-off or anything, but gases
can have long-term effects,”
Marotz said. “We're definitely

. not in favor of a spill exceed-

ing state water quality stan-
dards ... because of the impor-
tant tailwater fishery that is

,rlght below the dam.”

iz, Maxatz spegiilates Canadmm
oﬂ’ici'ﬁls willt g6 HaVe contt e
" cerns about proposals to spill
water from Libby Dam,
because doing so will change
elavations in Lake Koocanusa
and Kootenay Lake, both of
which extend into Canada,

'Reporter Jim Mann may be
reached af 75684407 or by e-mail
at jmann@daitymterlake com
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